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carried out; and self-sacrifice is of what we care for,
and not of what we do not care for.    And to keep up
this supposed character of high moral purpose, we
are told of Calvin's "comparative neglect of dogma/3
of his  seizing the idea of a "real reformation  of
human character," a " moral purification of humanity,"
as the guiding idea of his system.    Can anything be
more unhistorical than to suggest that the father and
source of all Western Puritan theology " neglected
dogma," and was more of a moralist than a divine?
It is not even true that he "swept away at once the
sacramental machinery" of mediaeval and Lutheran
teaching;  Calvin writes of the Eucharist in terms
which  would  astonish some of his later followers.
But what is the reason why Mr. Pattison attributes to
the historical Calvin so much that does not belong to
him, and,  in spite of so much that repels,  is yet
induced to  credit him  with such great  qualities?
The reason is to be found in the intense antipathy
with which Mr. Pattison regarded what he calls " the
Catholic reaction " over Europe, and in the fact that
undoubtedly Calvin's system and influence was the
great force which resisted both what was bad and
false in it, and also what was good, true, generous,
humane.   Calvinism opposed the " Catholic reaction *'
point-blank, and that was enough to win sympathy
for it, even from Mr. Pattison.

The truth is that what Popery is to the average
Protestant, and what Protestant heresy is to the
average Roman Catholic, the "Catholic reaction," the